
Strategic News Service™ LLC    www.stratnews.com    Copyright © 2014 

 

Volume 17, Issue 31 Week of August 18, 2014 

GLOBAL REPORT ON 

TECHNOLOGY AND THE ECONOMY 
 

19 YEARS PROVIDING WEEKLY FORESIGHT 
 

The most accurate predictive report on technology and the global economy, 
read by leaders in industry, finance, and government worldwide. 

 

 

 

IN THIS ISSUE: 
 

FEATURE: 
THE FUTURE OF CONSUMER ELECTRONICS: 

A CONVERSATION WITH GARY SHAPIRO 

 About Gary Shapiro 

 About Jim Louderback 

 

UPCOMING SNS EVENTS 

& MEDIA LINKS 

 

IN OTHER HOUSE NEWS… 

 How to Subscribe 

 May I Share This Newsletter? 

 About SNS 

 About the Publisher 

 Where’s Mark? 
 

THE FUTURE OF CONSUMER ELECTRONICS AND 
THE SNS BIG SHIFT: MARGINS VS. INNOVATION 

 
– A FIRE CONVERSATION TRANSCRIPT – 

 
WITH GARY SHAPIRO, PRESIDENT & CEO, CONSUMER ELECTRONICS ASSOCIATION  

 
HOSTED BY JIM LOUDERBACK, GM, DISCOVERY DIGITAL NETWORKS 

29,90 € 

© Julien Eichinger - Fotolia.com 

 

http://www.stratnews.com/


SNS: The Future of Consumer Electronics       ▲  Week of August 18, 2014       2 

 

 

 

Strategic News Service™ LLC    www.stratnews.com    Copyright © 2014 

    

 
Publisher’s Note: If there is a single person in the world who represents the cutting 

edge of consumer technology – and the forces that drive the many markets 

involved – it is Gary Shapiro. As president and CEO of the Consumer Electronics 

Association, he works overtime to enable increased innovation and to discourage 

practices like patent trolling and stealing inventions. And as the head of CEA’s 

International Consumer Electronics Show (CES), he provides the largest platform in 

the world for entrepreneurs and companies to test and sell their latest, most 

innovative products. 

 

There may be no other individual who combines such a commanding and yet 

objective role on the inventing side of the world, and also has so much interest and 

commitment to the global political search for encouraging invention and protecting 

it from copying, re-engineering, and / or theft. 

SNS members who did not have the benefit of attending FiRe 2014 and seeing Jim 

Louderback’s inspired, high-energy interview of Gary, will benefit now, and likely will 

immediately recognize a strong connection between Gary’s “lessons learned” and 

our own. Every SNS member, and every member of their teams (for site license 

holders), will come away from reading this week’s issue inspired about our basic 

task in creating new things and educated in the difficulties of protecting these 

inventions against nations whose models and cultures are based on theft. – mra. 

 

 
 

 

THE FUTURE OF CONSUMER ELECTRONICS AND THE 

SNS BIG SHIFT: MARGINS VS. INNOVATION 
 

With Gary Shapiro, President and CEO, Consumer Electronics Association 

Hosted by Jim Louderback, General Manager, Discovery Digital Networks 
 

FiRe 2014 

Montage Laguna Beach 

May 22, 2014 
 

 

 

 

 

Jim Louderback: Good morning, everybody. I am the GM of Discovery Digital 

Networks, the Web-original stuff at Discovery Communications, and I’m super 

excited to have Gary Shapiro, who’s the head of the Consumer Electronics 

Association, with me.  

 

Just a little lead-in; you can all read his bio. [Ed. Note: See Gary’s and Jim’s bios at 

the end of this piece.] He’s done an incredible amount of stuff: written books, run 
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CEA forever – and CES, one of the biggest trade shows ever – but I met Gary and 

started to work with the organization in 1998, when I was at ZDTV and we were 

working with them to start the Best of CES Awards. And I was struck by how damn 

efficient his company, his organization, was! I mean, these guys, every time they 

said they would do something, or have a meeting or something, they would be on 

the phone going, like, “Why didn’t you get the materials to us?” I’ve actually used 

that in my career subsequently, and I’ve tried to run organizations that are even half 

as efficient as CEA, and I haven’t been able to do that.  

 

Everything he’s done is amazing. I’m just struck by how incredibly efficient and 

competent that organization you run is. So... that’s my intro for Gary. 

 

Now, usually when you do an interview like this, you see the guy behind stage and 

you say, “Oh, how ya doin’, ya in a good mood?” and they go, “Yeah, I’m in a good 

mood, this is going to be great!” So I said that to Gary. What does he say? He goes, 

“I’m in a really bad mood today.” [Laughter] And I’m like, “You’re in a bad mood?” 

 

We have a lot to talk about, but [first] I want to ask you: Why are you in such a bad 

mood? 

 

Gary Shapiro: Well, not in a bad mood; I said I was pissed. [Laughter] 

 

Louder: Okay, you were pissed. I tried to – alright, call a spade a spade. You’re 

pissed. 

 

Shapiro: Of all the introductions I’ve gotten, that was actually pretty cool.  

 

But I was just lamenting the fact that while we were here yesterday, there was stuff 

going on in the US Senate, and there’s been a lot in the last few years, trying to 

change the law on patent trolls. We got bipartisan legislation through the House of 

Representatives which would basically not kill, but make it difficult, for patent trolls. 

Basic stuff like they have to identify who they are, what patent they’re talking about, 

and various standards of proof, so it would cut down on the really worst guys.  


