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Publisher’s Note: Each year we wrestle with the question of how best to bring the life-

changing experiences of the Future in Review Conference to all of our members. All of you 

who have been to FiRe know that this isn’t easy – I’m not convinced it’s even possible. 

Having realized this, this week’s issue is perhaps the closest we have come yet, with a 

variety of media and linked sources, and most, if not all, of the bloggers working with us 

that week. “Life-changing” is not my term, but the description most used by participants old 

and new, and I hope that those of you who were not able to join us will get at least a taste 

of what this meant to them, and hopefully will mean to you when you join us at a future 

FiRe. – mra 

 

 

 
 
This year’s Review of Future in Review is built upon our bloggers’ best work. Although they 

were unable to cover all sessions, the majority of conversations were blogged assiduously 

by a team comprising, for plenary sessions, chief blogging shepherd Berit Anderson, 

adjunct SNS / FiRe staff member Evan Anderson,  and Malia Powers, account executive 

with Hill + Knowlton Strategies. Blogging the Breakout sessions were the fiercely dedicated 

FiRe / Rodel Foundations interns Tiago Ferraz, Anastasiya Shaposhnik, and David Stott. (If 

you were a Speaker, you were receiving gentle mic’ing ministrations by FiRe’s 4th intern, 

Jane Iversen.) 

 

We’ve reviewed their blog entries for basic fact-checking as possible, without re-listening to 

the entire conference, and edited, trimmed, and augmented where it seemed appropriate. 

These blogs share  the benefits of crispness and personality that come with live reportage – 

and, one hopes, without factual errors.. (Please contact me at sally@stratnews.com  to 

submit any corrections of fact, and we will publicly acknowledge any mistakes in the Town 

Square of the next Global Report.) For those sessions not covered onsite, we are instead 

offering links to the audio of those full sessions.  

 

The conversations reviewed below follow the order of the FiRe agenda, and include their 

Focus Channel categories, followed by links to subsequent related media reports that have 

come to our attention.  

 

All photos are © 2014 Dan Lamont / Tatoosh Media, with huge thanks to Dan as well as 

his omnipresent assistant, Justin Galloway. The FiRe 2014 Photo Gallery is being edited as 

we go, but you can visit it now at: http://gallery.futureinreview.com/FiRe2014. – Sally 

Anderson 
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FIRE 2014 IN REVIEW 

 
 

OVERVIEW OF  

PLENARY SESSIONS & BREAKOUTS 

 

 

  

 

PURE SCIENCE 

 
Dinner Presentation: “Outer Space Commerce: Increasing Humanity’s Prosperity on a 

Global Scale”: Chris Lewicki, President and Chief Engineer, Planetary Resources; 

introduced by Mark Anderson 
 

 
Picture pulling into a gas station. You pop open your 

tank, and in a short time your vehicle is refueled 

and ready to take you wherever it is that you need 

to be. Now envision the exact same process, in 

space. Chris Lewicki, president and chief engineer 

of Planetary Resources, intends to make this vision 

a reality. 

 

In his Opening Night presentation Tuesday, May 20, 

Lewicki laid out Planetary Resources’ plans for 

creating interplanetary gas stations, of a sort. With 

a little investment, innovation, and entrepreneurial 

spirit, Lewicki explained, human beings could quite 

plausibly mine the hydrogen, carbon, nitrogen, and oxygen available in asteroids to create 

rocket fuel. 

 

If realized, such an ability would allow us to further our interests in space travel to a degree 

previously unimagined. 

 

Lewicki also reinforced Planetary Resources’ plans to mine asteroids for rare-Earth metals 

that could be brought back to Earth. The number of identified near-Earth asteroids, Lewicki 

told the crowd, continues to grow at the rate of three per day. What’s more, studies of 

landed samples (called meteorites only after landing) show that these asteroids often 

contain enough rare metals to make these projects profitable. Some contain platinum 

concentrations that exceed that of the most profitable mining sites on the planet by a factor 

of 70. 

 

With a shotgun approach to unmanned orbital mining, Lewicki posited, successes in 

resource and fuel extraction would more than mitigate any losses. 

 


